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An absent presence: Separated child migrants’ caring practices in the fortified neoliberal state

Despite limited opportunities for separated children to come to the UK through legalised routes, and state attempts
to block irregular migration, separated children continue to risk their lives attempting to access the UK (Crafter &
Rosen, forthcoming). Once in the UK, separated children face, on the one hand, a concern over their welfare and
protection as ‘children’. On the other hand, Prime Minister Teresa May's proclamation of a ‘hostile environment’
for ‘illegal’ immigrants supports fortification of borders for the nominal protection of citizens. This has the effect of
rendering separated child migrants as ‘suspect’ and excluding them from welfare provisions because of their
status as ‘migrants’.
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This paper explores the ambivalent positioning of separated child migrants with a focus on the care that separated
migrant children themselves provide. Drawing on interview data with state and non-state actors involved in the
immigration-welfare nexus, | argue that children’s caring practices are best understood as having an absent
presence. Little is known about children’s care for each other by adult stakeholders, or indeed attended to; yet, its
spectre permeates their accounts. There is every indication that care by children, for children, is of central
importance for navigating migration journeys and the immigration-welfare nexus in the UK, and that these
relationships are highly valued by this group of young people. On balance, however, children’s care for each other
is considered atypical and even unchildlike by adult stakeholders, and in some cases is considered in morally-laden
terms as threatening or highly problematic.

Such an examination sheds light on the complex ways that care is bound up with state attempts to manage the
immigration-welfare nexus. Here | emphasise the political consequences for separated child migrants in an age of
massive state retrenchment from public provision of care and rising xenophobic nationalism.

Rachel Rosen is a Senior Lecturer in Childhood at University College London (UCL) Institute of Education. Her
research is located at the intersections of sociology of childhood and materialist feminist thought, with a focus on
unequal childhoods, migration and social reproduction. Her current research focuses on separated child migrants’
experiences of care, and caring for others, as they navigate the immigration-welfare nexus in England. She is co-
author of Negotiating Adult-child Relationships in Early Childhood Research (2014, Routledge), which develops a
Bakhtinian ethics of answerability; co-editor of Feminism and the Politics of Childhood: Friends or Foes? (with
Katherine Twamley, 2018, UCL Press) which explores perceived commonalities and antagonisms between women
and children; and currently co-editing Reimagining Childhood Studies (With Spyros Spyrou and Dan T. Cook,
Bloomsbury Press).

Dzie? p6?niej, 15 marca, zapraszamy ha warsztaty z Rachel Rosen [2] wokd? tekstow z publikacji ‘Feminism and
the politics of childhood: friends or foes?".

Wydarzenia wspo6?organizuje Interdyscyplinarny Zespé? Bada? nad Dzieci?stwem childhoods.uw.edu.pl [3].

SEMINARIA NAUKOWE IEIAK - w trakcie seminaridw badania prezentuj? pracownicy instytutu, a tak?e
antropolodzy i przedstawiciele pokrewnych dyscyplin z kraju i ze ?wiata. To okazja do zapoznania si? z
najnowszymi badaniami i swobodnej dyskusji w kameralnej atmosferze. Spotkania s? otwarte dla publiczno?ci.
Serdecznie zapraszamy wszystkich zainteresowanych: zaréwno badaczy, jak i studentéw, absolwentéw oraz
wszelkie osoby, ktérym bliska jest tematyka seminariéw. Wi?cej o seminariach [4]

Nagrania seminariéw [5]

Powi?zane materia?y Seminaria IEIAK [4]
Seminaria migracyjne [6]

Adres URL ?réd?a: https://etnologia.uw.edu.pl/wokol-etnologii/absent-presence-separated-child-migrants-caring-
practices-fortified-neoliberal-state
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[1] https://www.facebook.com/events/344219659319480/

[2] https://www.etnologia.uw.edu.pl/wokol-etnologii/warsztaty-z-rachel-rosen

[3] http://childhoods.uw.edu.pl/

[4] https://etnologia.uw.edu.pl/wokol-etnologii/seminaria/seminaria-ieiak

[5] https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1hTqt-qy78WFit2dIEYhKaj9GJVHB{PK
[6] https://etnologia.uw.edu.pl/wokol-etnologii/seminaria/seminaria-migracyjne
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