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I hold a BA in American Studies, with a focus on American short story literature, and an MA in Cultural
Anthropology from the University of Warsaw. My MA thesis, “A Sacred Exchange? An Ethnographic Study on How
Shipibo Ayahuasca Culture is Experienced and Interpreted by the Westerner”, was based on fieldwork in the
Peruvian Amazon and coastal Ecuador, where I examined the dynamics between Shipibo ritual specialists and
Western participants seeking healing and spiritual experiences.

Currently, I am pursuing a PhD at the Doctoral School of Humanities at the University of Warsaw. My doctoral
project, “Western Users of Iboga in Gabon: A Decolonizing Ethnography of Plant–Human Relations”, explores how
iboga ceremonies in Gabonese centers for Western participants become sites of epistemological and ontological
negotiation, where local Bwiti practices intersect with Western imaginaries and therapeutic expectations.

My research interests include ethnography, decolonization, the ontological turn, religious studies, shamanism,
altered states of consciousness, spiritual tourism, and the globalization of ritual practices. In Gabon, I plan to
conduct multi-sited ethnographic research at iboga centers to analyze how concepts of healing, agency, and
transcendence are produced, negotiated, and transformed in these transnational spaces.

Area of interest

Decolonization, the ontological turn, religious studies, shamanism, altered states of consciousness, tourism and
ritual practices, new religious movements, epistemological intersections, with a regional focus on Gabon, previously
Western Amazon.
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Selected publications

2023. 'An exploration of the aberrant perceptions experienced by Westerners in the Peruvian Amazon amid Shipibo
Ayahuasca practices'. Anthropology of Consciousness, 34(1), 1-29. https://doi.org/10.1111/anoc.12151 [1]

Research projects

 'Keepers of Tradition: Communicating Status via Attire Among Sudanese Women.' This six-week study, carried out
in Miseeda and Soba East, examined how women use traditional garments to express social status and preserve
cultural continuity. I engaged with Sudanese communities, gathering data through individual interviews, group
discussions, and informal meetings. The research offered key insights into evolving cultural traditions and the role
of women as “keepers of tradition” in Nubian and Sudanese contexts.
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